
INDEX OF CHARACTERS AND NOTES ON THE EVENTS 

OF VOLUME I. 

The Cerullo family (the shoemaker’s family): 

Fernando Cerullo, shoemaker, Lila’s father. 

Nunzia Gerullo, Lila’s mother. She is close to her daughter, but 

doesn’t have the authority to support her against her father. 

Raffaella Cerullo, called Lina, or Lila. She was born in August, 

1944, and is sixty-six when she disappears from Naples 

without leaving a trace. A brilliant student, at the age of ten 
she writes a story titled The Blue Fazry. She leaves school 
after getting her elementary-school diploma and learns to 

be a shoemaker. 

Rino Cerullo, Lila’s older brother, also a shoemaker. With his 

father, Fernando, and thanks to Lila and to Stefano Carracci’s 

money, he sets up the Cerullo shoe factory. He becomes 

engaged to Stefano’s sister, Pinuccia Carracci. Lila’s first son 

bears his name, Rino. 

Other children. 

The Greco family (the porter’s family): 

Elena Greco, called Lenuccia or Lent. Born in August, 1944, 

she is the author of the long story we are reading. Elena 
begins to write it when she learns that her childhood friend 

Lina Cerullo, called Lila only by her, has disappeared. After 
elementary school, Elena continues to study, with increas- 

ing success. Since childhood she has been secretly in love 
with Nino Sarratore. 

Peppe, Gianni, and Elisa, Elena’s younger siblings. 



The father is a porter at the city hall. 

The mother is a housewife. Her limping gait haunts Elena. 

The Carracci family (Don Achille’s family): 

Don Achille Carracct, the ogre of fairy tales, dealer in the black 

market, loan shark. He was murdered. 

Maria Carracci, wife of Don Achille, mother of Stefano, Pinuccia, 

and Alfonso. She works in the family grocery store. 

Stefano Carracct, son of the deceased Don Achille, husband of 

Lila. He manages the property accumulated by his father 

and is the proprietor, along with his sister Pinuccia, Alfonso, 

and his mother, Maria, of a profitable grocery store. 

Pinuccia, the daughter of Don Achille. She works in the gro- 

cery store. She is engaged to Rino, Lila’s brother. 

Alfonso, son of Don Achille. He is the schoolmate of Elena. He 

is the boyfriend of Marisa Sarratore. 

The Peluso family (the carpenter’s family): 

Alfredo Peluso, carpenter. Communist. Accused of killing Don 

Achille, he has been convicted and is in prison. 

Giuseppina Peluso, wife of Alfredo. A former worker in the 

tobacco factory, she is devoted to her children and her 
imprisoned husband. 

Pasquale Peluso, older son of Alfredo and Giuseppina, con- 
struction worker, militant Communist. He was the first to 

become aware of Lila’s beauty and to declare his love for her. 

He detests the Solaras. He is engaged to Ada Cappuccio. 
Carmela Peluso, also called Carmen, sister of Pasquale. She is a 

sales clerk in a notions store. She is engaged to Enzo Scanno. 
Other children. 

The Cappuccio family (the mad widow’s family): 

Melina, a relative of Nunzia Cerullo, a widow. She washes the 

stairs of the apartment buildings in the old neighborhood. 



She was the lover of Donato Sarratore, Nino’s father. The 

Sarratores left the neighborhood precisely because of that 

relationship, and Melina has nearly lost her reason. 
Melina’s husband, who unloaded crates in the fruit and veg- 

etable market, and died in mysterious circumstances. 

Ada Cappuccio, Melina’s daughter. As a girl she helped her mother 

wash the stairs. Thanks to Lila, she will be hired as salesclerk 

in the Carracci’s grocery. She is engaged to Pasquale Peluso. 

Antonio Cappuccio, her brother, a mechanic. He is Elena’s 

boyfriend and,jis very jealous of Nino Sarratore. 

Other childrert. * 

The Sarratore family (the railway-worker poet’s family): 

Donato Sarratore, conductor, poet, journalist. A great woman- 

izer, he was the lover of Melina Cappuccio. When Elena 

went on vacation to Ischia, she is compelled to leave in a 

hurry to escape Donato’s sexual molestations. 
Lidia Sarratore, wife of Donato. 

Nino Sarratore, the oldest of the five children of Donato and 

Lidia. He hates his father. He is a brilliant student. 

Marisa Sarratore, sister of Nino. She is studying, with mediocre 

success, to be a secretary. 

Pino, Clelia, and Ciro Sarratore, younger children of Donato 

and Lidia. 

The Scanno family (the fruit-and-vegetable seller’s family): 

Nicola Scanno, fruit-and-vegetable seller. 

Assunta Scanno, wife of Nicola. 

Enzo Scanno, son of Nicola and Assunta, also a fruit-and-veg- 

etable seller. Lila has felt a liking for him since childhood. 
Their friendship begins when Enzo, during a school compe- 
tition, shows an unsuspected ability in mathematics. Enzo is 

engaged to Carmen Peluso. 

Other children. 



The Solara family (the family of the owner of the Solara bar- 

pastry shop): 

Silvio Solara, owner of the bar-pastry shop, a Camorrist tied to 

the illegal trafficking of the neighborhood. He was opposed 
to the Cerullo shoe factory. 

Manuela Solara, wife of Silvio, moneylender: her red book is 

much feared in the neighborhood. 

Marcello and Michele Solara, sons of Silvio and Manuela. 

Braggarts, arrogant, they are nevertheless loved by the 

neighborhood girls, except Lila, of course. Marcello is in 

love with Lila but she rejects him. Michele, a little younger 
than Marcello, is colder, more intelligent, more violent. He 

is engaged to Gigliola, the daughter of the pastry maker. 

The Spagnuolo family (the baker’s family): 

Signor Spagnuolo, pastry maker at the Solaras’ bar-pastry shop. 

Rosa Spagnuolo, wife of the pastry maker. 

Gigliola Spagnuolo, daughter of the pastry maker, engaged to 
Michele Solara. 

Other children. 

The Airota family: 

Airota, professor of Greek literature. 
Adele, his wife. 

Martarosa Airota, the older daughter, professor of art history in 
Milan. 

Pietro Airota, student. 

The teachers: 

Maestro Ferraro, teacher and librarian. 

Maestra Oliviero, teacher. She is the first to notice the potential 

of Lila and Elena. When Lila writes The Blue Fairy, Elena, 

who likes the story a lot, and gives it to Maestra Oliviero to 

read. But the teacher, angry because Lila’s parents decided 



not to send their daughter to middle school, never says any- 

thing about the story. In fact, she stops concerning herself 
with Lila and concentrates only on the success of Elena. 

Professor Gerace, high-school teacher. 

Professor Galiant, high-school teacher. She is a very cultured 

woman and a Communist. She is immediately charmed by 

Elena’s intelligence. She lends her books, protects her in the 

clash with the religion teacher. 

Other characters: 

Gino, som of the pharmacist. 

Nella Incardo, the cousin of Maestra Oliviero. She lives in Barano, 

on Ischia, and Elena stayed with her for a vacation at the 

beach. 

Armando, medical student, son of Professor Galiani. 

Nadia, student, daughter of Professor Galiani. 

Bruno Soccavo, friend of Nino Sarratore and son of a rich 

industrialist in San Giovanni a Teduccio, near Naples. 

Franco Mari, student. 


