
Javier Cercas. Soldiers of Salamis (2001)

Connections

• What connections can we make with other texts we 
read in this course? 

• What can we make of the appearance of 
Bolaño in this text? 
Does it shed any light on Amulet? What 
connections can we find between Amulet and 
Soldiers of Salamis?



War

• What is a war? 
• What kinds of wars (or armed conflicts) 

are there?

• Why do people go to war? 
• What are their motivations?

• What particularities have 
the Spanish Civil War?



• What is the essential secret Cercas wants to 
unveil? 

• Why does Cercas want to
reconstruct a minor episode in 
the war?

“Those stories don´t interest
anyone any more, not even
those of us who lived through
them; there was a time when 
they did, but not any more”
Miralles to Cercas (173)



Fact and Fiction

• What truth claims are made in this novel? 
Can we trust the narrator's account?

Rafael Sánchez Mazas

Antoni Miralles. Movie

• How consequential are the falsehoods 
or errors in the text? 

• How important, by contrast, is it that we 
take at least some of what we are told 
to be true?



Title

Battle of Salamis. 480 BC

• What can we say about the title? Does 
anyone know what the battle of Salamis was?

• What does Falange mean? 

• How do we interpret “at the eleventh 
hour it has always been a squad of 
soldiers that has saved civilization”

• Epigraph: “The gods desire to 
keep the stuff of life hidden from 
us” Hesiod


