
 
RMST 202: Romance Studies, Modernism to the Present 
Spring 2022 Grading Contract 
 
This course uses “contract grading.” This means that you choose in advance the work you will 
do, and receive a relevant grade so long as you fulfil that contract. 
The four texts you have to read in order to pass this class are those by Proust, Bombal, Perec, 
and Bolaño. If you do not read these four, you will not pass the class. If you do, you will pass. 
All the other texts are optional, but your grade will rise the more that you read. How do you 
show that you have read a text? You write and publish a blog post of reaction and response to 
it, of 400-500 words, and comment on two blogs posts written by your classmates. 

You will also write an introductory blogpost (in week one), and a concluding blogpost (in week 
12), reflecting on what you have learned. 
The more books that you read (and so blogposts and comments that you write), the higher 
your grade will be, as follows: 

Number of texts read / blogposts written Percentage Grade Final Letter Grade 

4 (Proust, Bombal, Perec, and Bolaño) / 6 60-63 C 

5 (the basic four plus one) / 7 64-67 C+ 

6 (the basic four plus two) / 8 68-71 B- 

7 (the basic four plus three) / 9 72-75 B 

8 (the basic four plus four) / 10 76-79 B+ 

9 (the basic four plus five) / 11 80-84 A- 

10 (the basic four plus six) / 12 85-89 A 

11 (the basic four plus seven) / 13 90-100 A+ 

 

You can choose which books you read and write on (after the basic four). Some weeks you 
have more than one option. You tell me in advance how many and which books you plan to 
read. This is your contract. In return, if you fulfil that contract, I guarantee you the appropriate 
grade. 
Over the semester, you are allowed to make one, and only one, revision of your contract 
(changing the choice of books, or the number of books, to get a higher or a lower grade). No 
changes are permitted after week six (February 17). 
You also need to attend class for at least as many weeks as the number of books you are 
reading. So for instance, if you choose to read eight books (for a B), you will need to attend 
class for eight weeks, plus the introductory and concluding weeks. The only exception is for 
students who are contracting for an A+: they are allowed one week’s free absence, just as if 
they were only contracting for an A. 
There will be a short midterm and final exam. These will be used to determine your final grade 
within the parameters determined by the number of texts you have read. The midterm and 
final exam may also be used to determine your grade if you fail to fulfil your contract. 
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Check the boxes below to signify which books you plan to read, meaning that you will write 
blog posts and comments and come to class on the relevant weeks. (The required texts and 
weeks are already checked for you.) Some weeks you have to choose between two possibilities. 
At the bottom of each column, put the total number of boxes you have checked. 
 
week text blogpost comments class 
1  Introductions    
2 Marcel Proust, “Combray”    
January 18: Contract due  
3 Louis Aragon, Paris Peasant     
4 María Luisa Bombal, The Shrouded Woman     
5 Alberto Moravia, Agostino     

or  
Carmen Laforet, Nada     

6 Joseph Zobel, Black Shack Alley     
or  
Françoise Sagan, Bonjour Tristesse     

February 17: Last date to make changes to your contract  
7 Mercè Rodoreda The Time of the Doves     

or  
Clarice Lispector, The Passion According to G. H.     

8 Georges Perec, W, or the Memory of Childhood     
9 
 

Carlos Fuentes, The Old Gringo     
or   
Norman Manea, The Trenchcoat     

10 Roberto Bolaño, Amulet     
11 Javier Cercas, Soldiers of Salamis     
12 
 

Elena Ferrante, My Brilliant Friend     
or   
José Eduardo Agualusa, The Society of Reluctant 
Dreamers  

   

12 Conclusions    
Totals: ____ ____ ____ 

 
 
Your name:  ____________________________    

Signature:  ____________________________     Date:  ___________________________    

 

On the basis of the above, you will receive a grade of:   _________________ 

Signed by Professor Jon Beasley-Murray:   ___________________________  

Date:  ___________________________  


